Research Recommendations 


For your second paper and final project, you will need to do some research on your topic before you finalize your thesis and begin to write your paper. Reading what scholars have already written about your topic will greatly expand your own understanding of a work and build upon what we discussed in class.  It will also help you narrow your focus, and provide expert opinion that you can cite within the text of your paper to support your argument.  

Keep in mind that your primary task when writing a paper is to state your thesis (your argument or primary point)—and prove it in an orderly, logical fashion—by supporting your argument with “evidence” from the text of the film or novel you are discussing and by citing scholars in the field who have written about the topic.
If you are not quite sure of the differences between a “thesis,” “theme,” and “topic,” be sure to read over HOW TO WRITE A CRITICAL ESSAY under “Writing and Research” on the course Web site (howtowritessay.html)—before you do any research or begin to write.
Recent articles from scholarly journals are excellent sources, as are recent books on the director or novelist you are researching, the cultural context of the work (e.g., Islam), or the “angle” you are exploring (i.e., books on postmodernism, or feminist theory, for example).  Movie reviews are usually very poor sources, and should only be used as a last resort—for recent films that have not yet received the attention of scholars.

You should never use the Internet (e.g., Google or Yahoo) as your primary source.  Typing your topic into the search bar of your browser will only generate a list of intellectually shallow movie and novel reviews.  (There are some good sources on the Internet—including on-line journals, Web sites devoted to specific directors and authors, academic Web sites on feminist theory, postmodernism, film theory, etc.)
The course Web site was developed to help you separate the wheat from the chaff, and make your research task easier.  Think of the Web site as a launching pad for your own research. I’ve located, read and reviewed hundreds of books and articles on a wide variety of topics—and screened out the best for you. You will find direct links to on-line Web resources and scholarly articles throughout the site, as well as recommended books available in the library.
For a suggested orderly way to conduct research for your topic, see “Research Tips” under “Writing and Research” on the course Web site.
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